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 The	  Fair	  and	  Equitable	  Tobacco	  Reform	  Act	  of	  
2004	  has	  resulted	  in	  numerous	  changes	  in	  
burley	  tobacco	  producLon	  pracLces:	  

  	  Fewer	  growers	  with	  larger	  acreages	  	  

  	  	  ShiP	  	  from	  tradiLonal	  growing	  regions	  
  	  	  Expansion	  of	  the	  growing	  season	  
  	  	  HarvesLng	  during	  adverse	  weather	  condiLons	  

  	  	  Majority	  of	  the	  crop	  comprised	  of	  only	  a	  few	  varieLes	  
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  In	  recent	  years,	  a	  decline	  in	  leaf	  quality	  has	  been	  
observed	  in	  some	  markets	  

  While	  quality	  issues	  are	  likely	  related	  to	  changes	  in	  	  	  	  	  
producLon	  pracLces	  and	  adverse	  weather	  condiLons	  
during	  curing,	  some	  growers	  and	  buyers	  have	  
quesLoned	  the	  leaf	  quality	  of	  recently	  released	  
varieLes	  	  

20
12

_T
W

C
23

_M
ill

er
.p

df
T

W
C

20
12

(4
5)

 -
 D

oc
um

en
t n

ot
 p

ee
r-

re
vi

ew
ed



20
12

_T
W

C
23

_M
ill

er
.p

df
T

W
C

20
12

(4
5)

 -
 D

oc
um

en
t n

ot
 p

ee
r-

re
vi

ew
ed



  In	  recent	  years,	  a	  decline	  in	  leaf	  quality	  has	  been	  
observed	  in	  some	  markets	  

  While	  quality	  issues	  are	  likely	  related	  to	  changes	  in	  	  	  	  	  
producLon	  pracLces	  and	  adverse	  weather	  condiLons	  
during	  curing,	  some	  growers	  and	  buyers	  have	  
quesLoned	  the	  leaf	  quality	  of	  recently	  released	  
varieLes	  	  

  The	  current	  study	  was	  conducted	  to	  evaluate	  the	  
relaLve	  impact	  of	  variety	  versus	  harvest	  management	  
on	  burley	  tobacco	  quality	  
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	  AppreciaLon	  is	  expressed	  to	  Philip	  Morris	  
InternaLonal	  and	  R.J.	  Reynolds	  for	  funding	  
the	  Kentucky-‐Tennessee	  Tobacco	  
Improvement	  IniLaLve.	  
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