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History of Tobacco in Spain 
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The 12 October 1492 Rodrigo de Jerez, sailor in the first 
Columbuś expedition, was the first European to see the New 
World, America 
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ü The 28 October 1492 Rodrigo de Jerez and Luis de Torres exploring the 
Island of Cuba could see in a village several men smoking burning  

ü The sailors brought that use to Spain. 
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ü Rodrigo de Jerez returned to his village, Ayamonte, and was seen smoking this plant in the 
village streets.  

ü The Inquisition (Santo Oficioύ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άƻƴƭȅ {ŀǘŀƴ Ŏŀƴ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƻ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǳƭǘȅ ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ 
ǎƳƻƪŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳǘƘέ 

ü Condemned to 10 years in prison. 
ü Released after 7 years became a fashion in the streets of Seville. 
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ü мснпΦ  tƻǇŜ ¦Ǌōŀƴ ±LLLΩǎ .ǳƭƭŀ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƻōŀŎŎƻ ǳǎŜ ōȅ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ 
ü Seville, place with a high rate of tobacco consumption. 
ü  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƛƭŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ά ¢ƘŜ Lƴǉǳƛǎƛǘƛƻƴ ό{ŀƴǘƻ Oficio) will impose a severe and exemplar 

punishment to any Christian that with evil arts inhale and expel smoke by any of the 
natural orifices, using for that the tobacco plant, badly found in the New World. Let it 
ōŜ ƻōŜȅŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘέΦ  

ü Prohibition maintained until the end of the XVIII Century. Not too obeyed even by the 
priests. 

 



05/08/2013 6 

ü Sevillian Doctor and Pharmacist Nicolás Monardes, first 
European to research and grow tobacco in 1550 

ü Iƛǎ ōƻƻƪ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά¢ƘƛƴƎǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŦǊƻƳ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ LƴŘƛŜǎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƛƴ aŜŘƛŎƛƴŜέ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǘƻōŀŎŎƻ 
treatments against 65 diseases. 

ü The French Ambassador to Lisbon, Jean Nicot, brought in 
1560 tobacco to his Queen, Catherine of Medicis, who 
had considerable relief in her headaches and started the 
ŦŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƻōŀŎŎƻ ŀǎ άtŀƴŀŎŜŀ Universalisέ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 
Europe. 

 
 

ü Francisco Hernández Boncalo, Doctor of the King Philip II, made 
the first tobacco plantation in 1559 in Spain in the surroundings 
of Toledo. 

ü Cigar would come from cicada (cigarra) 
ü  Published treaties on the medicinal properties of the plant 

against asthma, migraine, haemorrhage, etc. 

//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Portrait-of-Monardes-1569.png
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Tibicen_linnei.jpg
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ü The Armenian Jorge Bautista Carrafa, 
established in Seville in 1620 the first Tobacco 
Factory in the World, close the Church of San 
Pedro. 

ü  CŀŎǘƻǊȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛȊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƴƻǿƴ ά¢ŀōŀŎƻ 
polvo sevillanoέΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǊƻƳŀǘƛŎ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ 
(orange blossom, musk, etc) . It was snuffed. 

ü  Cigar production starts by the end of the XVII 
Century. Yearly production of 57.000 units. 

ü 1636Φ άwŜŀƭ Estanco de TabacoέΣ the first 
Tobacco Monopoly of the World 

ü  1728 ς 1756. New Tobacco Factory built 
on purpose.  

ü Producing tobacco dust (tabaco en 
polvo). 80 % of the consumption, but by 
the end of the XVIII Century cigars had 
almost replaced the tobacco dust. 



Real Fabrica de Tabacos de Sevilla 
(1756 ς 1950) 
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By 1868, more than 6.000 women were working at the Factory of 
Seville making cigars.  

There wages made them independent economically and an 
important economic group in the City of Seville. 

 

Tienen las cigarreras 
En el zapato 

Un letrero que dice 
¡Viva el tabaco! 



Exit of the Factory 
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In 1950, this Factory of San Diego was given to the University of Seville, 
that established its base there, and a new factory was built in Los 
Remedios, at the other side of the River Guadalquivir.  

 

By Gonzalo Bilbao, ca. 1914.  
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/ŀǊƳŜƴ άƭŀ cigarreraέ 

Carmen is an international archetype after the Opera 
of Bizet, based in the novel of Prosper Merimée. 

{ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ άcigarreraέ όŎƛƎŀǊ ƳŀƪŜǊύ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ŦƻǊ 
her freedom and boldness. And working in the 
Factory of Seville. 

 



Evolution of the Monopoly 
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ü 1887, Compañía Arrendataria de Tabacos (C.A.T.) starts the 
management of the Monopoly. State owned but up to 40 
% of private capital.  

ü 13 Tobacco Factories in the Iberian Peninsula and a Fleet of 
Boats to bring tobacco from abroad, mainly from the 
Philippines, that was part of Spain. 

 
ü 1945, Company name changed into Tabacalera S.A. with the 

same private owners as before. 
ü 1998. Company privatized 
ü 1999. Altadis is formed from the merger with the former French 

Monopoly Seita. it became the nº 1 Cigar Company in the 
World. 

ü 2005. Spain sold out its last pack of shares in the Company 
 
 

ü In 2008, Altadis was bought by Imperial Tobacco. 

//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Puesto_tabacalera.jpg

