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YESTERDAY IN A 
NUTSHELL
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50th HISTORY
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—Waylon Jennings, A Long Time Ago, 1978

“You can read a different story
In a lot of different books

But even then you won’t really know
How it was a long time ago.”
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A PICTURE 
IS WORTH A 
THOUSAND 
WORDS
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The  first
Tobacco Science Research Conference was convened.
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FIRST CONFERENCES

1947 1948
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HOW WE GOT HERE02
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THE NAME OF THE GAME

1947

Technical 
Conference on 

Analytical 
Methods for 

Tobacco

1950

Research 
Conference on 

the Chemistry of 
Tobacco

Research 
Conference on 

Tobacco

1949

Tobacco 
Chemists’ 
Research 

Conference 
(TCRC)

1951

1998

Tobacco 
Science 

Research 
Conference 

(TSRC)
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1975 POLICY 
COMMITTEE

Recommended that papers presented
“deal with the chemistry and physics of tobacco and 

smoke. Commercially oriented papers, or stricly 
biological papers, are not pertinent to the purview of 

the Conference.”
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THE 
GREAT 

DEBATE
Chemistry vs. Toxicology
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PROGRESSION OF NAME 
CHANGE

49th TCRC 
Business 
Meeting 
proposal to 
change 
name 
(9/1995)

Ad Hoc 
Committee 
formed to 
draft 
rationale, 
exploratory 
survey 
(6/1996)

Rationale & 
survey sent 
to TCRC 
mailing list 
(7/1996);
Results to 
Policy 
Committee 
(8-9/1996)

Policy 
Committee 
(PC) polls 
TCRC 
mailing list 
with final 
survey 
(3/1997)

PC changes 
name to 
TSRC 
(~9/1997) to 
take effect 
with 52nd

Conference 
(1998)
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PROGRESSION OF NAME 
CHANGE

Ad Hoc 
(AH) 
Committee 
formed to 
draft 
rationale, 
exploratory
survey
(6/1996)

From Lowell Bush
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PROGRESSION OF NAME 
CHANGE

Rationale & 
survey sent 
to TCRC 
mailing list 
(7/1996);
Results to 
Policy 
Committee 
(8-9/1996)
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PROGRESSION OF NAME 
CHANGE

Rationale & 
survey sent 
to TCRC 
mailing list 
(7/1996);
Results to 
Policy 
Committee 
(8-9/1996)
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PROGRESSION OF NAME 
CHANGE

Rationale & 
survey sent 
to TCRC 
mailing list 
(7/1996);
Results to 
Policy 
Committee 
(8-9/1996)
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PROGRESSION OF NAME 
CHANGE

Policy 
Committee 
(PC) polls 
TCRC 
mailing list 
with final 
survey 
(3/1997)
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PROGRESSION OF NAME 
CHANGE

Policy 
Committee 
(PC) polls 
TCRC 
mailing list 
with final 
survey 
(3/1997)
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HOW IT TURNED OUT

PC 
changes 
name to 
TSRC 
(~9/1997) to 
take effect 
with 52nd

Conference 
(1998)
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HOW IT TURNED OUT

PC 
changes 
name to 
TSRC 
(~9/1997) to 
take effect 
with 52nd

Conference 
(1998)
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HOW IT TURNED OUT

PC 
changes 
name to 
TSRC 
(~9/1997) to 
take effect 
with 52nd

Conference 
(1998)
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WHERE WE’VE 
BEEN03

20
22

_T
S

R
C

01
_O

gd
en

.p
df

T
S

R
C

20
22

(7
5)

 -
 D

oc
um

en
t n

ot
 p

ee
r-

re
vi

ew
ed

 b
y 

C
O

R
E

S
T

A



VENUES BY 
QUINTILE

1st – 1947-1961
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VENUES BY 
QUINTILE

2nd – 1962-1976
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VENUES BY 
QUINTILE

3rd – 1977-1991
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VENUES BY 
QUINTILE

4th – 1992-2006
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VENUES BY 
QUINTILE

5th – 2007-2022
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ALL VENUES

1st Quintile – 1947-1961

2nd Quintile – 1962-1976

3rd Quintile – 1977-1991

4th Quintile – 1992-2006

5th Quintile – 2007-2022
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HOW MANY04
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PARTICIPATION BY 
CONFERENCE

Registrants

Presentation
s

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

1 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75

Conference
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LEAN YEARS

Registrants

Presentation
s

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

1 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75

Conference

Lean years, 1991-
1993
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HIGHEST ATTENDANCE

Registrants

Presentation
s

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

1 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75

Conference

A

B C

26th (1972) – 637
Williamsburg (w/ 
CORESTA)

A

44th (1990) – 529
Winston-SalemB

55th (2001) – 504
GreensboroC
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A MOMENT, PLEASE 
. . .05
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55th TSRC
Koury Convention Center

Greensboro, North Carolina
Host: Lorillard

504 Registrants, 87 from outside the US
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9/11/2001
55th TSRC

Koury Convention Center
Greensboro, North Carolina

Host: Lorillard
504 Registrants, 87 from outside the US

It was Tuesday morning, at the 10:00 A.M. coffee 
break . . .
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https://timeline.911memorial.org/#Timeline/2
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SOME FIRSTS06
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FIRST FIRSTS

1952

Analytical 
Methods 

Committee

1953

Abstracts 
Published

Social Hour

1952

“Ladies’ Tour”

1957

1964

Program 
Editorial 

Committee
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MORE FIRSTS

1967

PM Award

1971

Policy 
Committee

Concurrent 
Sessions

1968

Joint Meeting 
with CORESTA

1972

1975

Symposium 
Book
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LAST FIRSTS

1991

Permanent 
Logo

2000

PowerPoint 
Optional (vs. 
35mm slides)

Posters

1997

Lifetime 
Achievement 

Award

2003

2005

PowerPoint 
Only 2021

Virtual 
Participation
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IMPORTANT 
ELEMENTS07
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DISTINGUISHED 
ACHIEVEMENT

Recipients are:
2002 Dr. Thomas A. Melton, North Carolina State University

2001 No award given

2000 Dr. Charles S. Johnson, Virginia Polytechnic Institute

and State University

1999 Dr. Joseph Chappell, University of Kentucky

1998 Dr. Bruce Fortnum, Clemson University

1997 Dr. Michael F. Borgerding, R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Co.

1996 Dr. H. David Shew, North Carolina State University

1995 Dr. Robert D. Miller, University of Tennessee

1994 Dr. D. Michael Jackson, Research Entomologist, USDA-ARS

1993 Dr. Douglas D. McRae, Philip Morris USA

1992 Dr. Michael W. Ogden, R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Co.

1991 Dr. Daniel M. Ennis, Philip Morris USA

1990 Dr. Mark T. Nielsen, University of Kentucky

1989 Dr. Bradley Ingebrethsen, R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Co.

1988 Dr. George J. Wagner, University of Kentucky

1987 Dr. John O. Lephardt, Philip Morris USA

1986 Dr. Gordon H. Bokelman, Philip Morris USA

1985 Dr. Ray F. Seversen, United States Dept. of Agriculture

1984 Dr. Charles R. Green, R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Co.

1983 Dr. Jeffrey I. Seeman, Philip Morris USA

1982 Dr. Lowell P. Bush, University of Kentucky

1981 No award given

1980 Dr. Glenn B. Collins, University of Kentucky

1979 Dr. Shain-dow Kung, University of Kentucky

1978 Dr. Daniel Layten Davis, University of Kentucky

1977 Dr. Paul D. Legg, United States Dept. of Agriculture

1976 Dr. Gerald P. Morie, Tennessee Eastman Company

1975 Dr. Robert W. Jenkins Jr., Philip Morris USA

1974 Dr. John Charles Leffingwell, R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Co.

1973 Dr. William H. Johnson, North Carolina State University

1972 Dr. George L. Steffens, United States Dept. of Agriculture

1971 Dr. Dale Frederick Matzinger, North Carolina State University

1970 Dr. Alexander White Spears III, Lorillard Corporation

1969 Dr. Charles B. McCants, North Carolina State University

1968 Dr. Charles H. Keith, Celanese Fibers Company

1967 Dr. Robert H. Cundiff, R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Co.

The award is presented at the Tobacco Science Research Conference.

There were thirty-four presentations of the award.

The Philip Morris USA

Award for Distinguished Achievement

In Tobacco Science

The award was established in 1967 to recognize outstanding 

contributions to tobacco science.  It is presented to a young tobacco 

scientist for outstanding achievement in either basic or applied science 

covering one or more of the following areas:

■ Scientific achievement in the development of fundamental 

knowledge related to the growth, harvesting and curing of tobacco.

■ Scientific achievement in the development of fundamental 

knowledge concerning the properties and qualities of tobacco and 

tobacco products.

■ Scientific achievement in the development of methods for the 

evaluation of properties of tobacco and tobacco products.

Nomination for the award, which consists of a medallion and a cash 

award of $10,000, may be made by anyone and must be submitted 

before March 1 of each year.  Any resident of the United States under 45 

years of age is eligible.  The selection is made by an Award Committee 

appointed by the Editorial Board of Tobacco Science magazine.  No 

employee of Philip Morris is eligible to be a member of the Award 

Committee.
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LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT

The TSRC Lifetime

Achievement Award

The award was created to honor distinguished 

scientists for a lifetime of outstanding 

contributions to any and all aspects of tobacco 

science research or development.

The TSRC Policy Committee reviews all 

nominations and selects award recipients.

Previous recipients are:

2003 – Alan Rodgman

2004 – Dietrich Hoffmann

2005 – T.C. Tso

2006 – Richard Baker

2007 – Earl Wernsman

2008 – Lowell Bush

2009 – Willard Wesley (Wes) Weeks

2010 – William K. Collins, Sr.

2011 – Harold Burton

2012 – Serban Moldoveanu

2013 – Dewitt Gooden

2014 – Michael W. Ogden

2015 – Michael F. Borgerding

2016 – George J. Wagner

2017 – Thomas A. Perfetti

2018 – F. Kelley St. Charles

2019 – Hubert Klus

2020 – No conference held

2021 – J. Daniel Heck
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MR. DUKE’S TSRC 
CONTRIBUTION?

James Buchanan Duke, 1856-1925

Oil on canvas painting by John Da Costa
National Portrait Gallery, Smithsonian 
Institution;
gift of T. Bragg McLeod
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MR. DUKE’S TSRC 
CONTRIBUTION

James Buchanan Duke, 1856-1925

Oil on canvas painting by John Da Costa
National Portrait Gallery, Smithsonian 
Institution;
gift of T. Bragg McLeod

● Anti-trust litigation broke 
up the Duke tobacco 
monopoly in 1911

● Early concern about 
perceived collusion if a 
company hosted

● Host had to be academic 
institution, public agency, 
or association

● Usually with major financial 
support from 
manufacturers or suppliers

● In existence more than 50 
years, 1947-1999
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AW…RATS!
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AW…RATS!

First Last
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Somewhat uncertain history
but a few facts are known:

● Formed 1952

● AMC Chairman also AOAC General 
Referee (GR) /Tobacco
(at least from the ‘80s)

● Ray Severson (USDA-ARS)
Chairman/GR 1987

● Wes Weeks (NCSU)
Chairman/GR 1990-1991

● AOAC GR vacant 1996

● Harold Burton (UKy)
Chairman/GR 1999-2006

● Richard Higby (Arista)
Chairman 2007-2010

● 2011 AMC meeting scheduled (in 
program) but cancelled (at 
conference)

● Not mentioned thereafter;
conclude AMC disbanded 2010

ANALYTICAL 
METHODS 
COMMITTEE (AMC)

20
22

_T
S

R
C

01
_O

gd
en

.p
df

T
S

R
C

20
22

(7
5)

 -
 D

oc
um

en
t n

ot
 p

ee
r-

re
vi

ew
ed

 b
y 

C
O

R
E

S
T

A



TAG

● TAG = Technical Advisory 
Group

● ISO = International 
Organization for 
Standardization

● TC = Technical Committee

TAG ISO/TC 1261
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TAG

1993

2011
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‘TAG’LINE 1

1993

- TAG 
incorporated

- 1st bylaws
- 1st logo

- 13 charter 
members

- ANSI dues 
$4,575

2006

Hosted TC-126 
plenary 

meeting, Las 
Vegas, NV with 

record # 
delegates

Hosted TC-126 
plenary 

meeting, 
Williamsburg, 

VA

1996

- New logo
- FDA CTP 

joined

2011
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‘TAG’LINE 2

2016

Alcohol and 
Tobacco Tax and 

Trade Bureau 
(TTB) joined

2019

Dropped TSRC 
as official 

member of 
ANSI

Revised 
bylaws

2018

- 22 members
- ANSI dues 

$21,840

2022
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TAG OFFICERS

Treasurer

1993-1996 – Green, Charles (RJRT)
1997-2016 – Ogden, Michael 

(RJRT/RAIS)
2017-2022 – Hanna, Summer 

(RAIS)

Secretary

1993 – Cox, Richard (PM USA)
1994 – Lauterbach, John (B&W)

1995-1996 – Cox, Richard (PM USA)
1997 – Fenner, Robert (PM USA)

1998-2000 – Bunch, John (Liggett)
2001-2003 – Mereand, Deborah 

(Lorillard)
2004-2009 – Bennett, Cliff (UST)

2010-2015 – Self, David (Altria)
2016-2022* – Wagner, Karl (Altria)

Chairman

1993 – Adams, W. F. (Ecusta)
1993-1994 – Owens, William 

(Ecusta)
1995-1997 – Lauterbach, John 

(B&W)
1998-2003 – Fenner, Robert (PM 

USA)
2004-2022 – Bunch, John 

(Conwood/ASC)

*Officer designation changed from Secretary to Administrator in 2018
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SOME THINGS 
SPECIAL08
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MENTORS

Dr. Alan Rodgman 
(1955)

Dr. Charles Green 
(~1980)
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IT ALL STARTED 
WITH CHEMISTRY

What’s the most 
impactful chemical of 
TSRC’s history?
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MOST IMPACTFUL 
CHEMICAL AT 
TSRC?

or
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HOSPITALITY 
SUITE
MISCHIEF
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WHO’S THE TOP?
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AND THEN THERE 
WAS GOLF

To increase networking 
opportunities, a golf 
tournament was 
introduced in 2001.
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AND THEN THERE 
WAS GOLF

To increase networking 
opportunities, a golf 
tournament was 
introduced in 2001.

2005 TSRC – Atlanta

2010 TSRC – Hilton Head

2007 TSRC – Charlotte
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BACK TO THE 
FUTURE?08
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US GOVERNMENT INTERESTS

● USDA-ARS scientists heavily 
involved in establishing TSRC

● Great participation for nearly 
half a century

● USDA terminated 
appropriations for tobacco 
research in 1994; 
participation vanished

● FDA-CTP established and 
heavily funded since 2009

● Active participation in TSRC for 
over a decade

● Much interest and work 
presented in recent years 
attributable to regulatory 
science inquiries and 
requirements
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—Grateful Dead, Truckin’, 1970

“Sometimes the light's all shinin' on me
Other times, I can barely see

Lately, it occurs to me
What a long, strange trip it's been.”
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HAPPY 75TH, 
TSRC!

With all best wishes and many 
thanks for continuing to 
provide a forum for the 

exchange of ideas among 
tobacco scientists.
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CREDITS: This presentation template was 
created by Slidesgo, including icons by Flaticon, 
and infographics & images by Freepik. 

Ogden Ology, LLC
Lewisville, North Carolina
ogden.ology@protonmail.com
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http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr

