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seemed to be delayed when the plas­
tic film was left in place for 25 days 
as compared to plants where the film 
was removed at the three earlier 
dates. 

Although the plants under plastic 
were ready for transplanting before 
those in the non-plastic treatment, a 
true evaluation of the difference was 
difficult since the high plant popula­
tion which resulted under the plastic 
was undesirable for final develop­
ment of transplants. 

The use of plastic film as a soil sur­
face cover in tobacco plant.beds offers 
some specific advantages in that it 
( 1) provides more desirable environ­
mental conditions for plant develop­
ment, e.g., moisture conditions, soil 
tilth and temperatures; (2) reduces 

the labor involved in the care of the 
beds while the plastic is in place; 
and (3) minimizes traffic in and 
around the bed area, which may re­
duce disease problems. 

Summary 

A tobacco plantbed culture study 
was made to determine the effective­
ness of plastic film as a ground cover 
under the normal cheesecloth bed 
cover. The two-mil film was placed 
on the soil surface immediately after 
seeding and remained in place until 
the tobacco seedlings were at about 
the five-leaf stage. The desirable en­
vironmental conditions under the 
film produced more rapid plant emer­
gence of increased plant populations 
co-mpared to the non-plastic treat-

(Tobacco Science 4) 

ment. w·hile the plastic .film was in•~ 
place, no care such as daily watering': 
and weekly fungicide treatments was~ 
required. 
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