
CORESTA and Sustainability
Sustainability is an important topic in the world today.  
This term is used by businesses, governments, NGOs, and 
others, but what does sustainability really mean?  There is 
no universally agreed upon definition of sustainability and 
there are different views on what it is and how it can be 
achieved.  The original definition of sustainable development 
is generally considered to be: "Development that meets the needs of the present without compromising 
the ability of future generations to meet their own needs."  Bruntland Report for the World Commission 
on Environment and Development (1992).

In the broadest sense, sustainability is an all-encompassing holistic view that addresses each aspect of a 
supply chain and its stakeholders: from the environmental impact where a given material is produced; 
to the people producing the material; and to the socioeconomic conditions of those individuals and 
entities connected to the material.  The concept of sustainability can be applied equally to the farming, 
processing, manufacturing, and distribution sectors.

The tobacco industry’s stakeholders have been addressing sustainability issues for a number of years 
and continue to advance their programs and activities as the scope increases and the understanding 
improves.  CORESTA has also been active in the area of sustainability through the development and 
publication of many Guides, such as:

 • No. 1 Guidance Residue Levels;
 • No. 3 Good Agricultural Practices;
 • No. 17 Sustainability in Leaf Production; and
 • No. 19 Responsible Use of CPAs in Tobacco Leaf Production.

CORESTA’s Field Guide to Integrated Pest Management is another example of the tools CORESTA is 
bringing to stakeholders to address sustainability at the farm level.  Once completed, this document 
will have 80 chapters on various tobacco diseases and pests, which will assist in proper identification 
and offer control strategies to farmers and agronomists.

In addition, CORESTA held workshops in 2013 on Conservation of Natural Resources and in 2016 
on Extension and Training, with the aim to further share knowledge and increase awareness on key 
aspects of sustainable tobacco production.

WORKSHOPS
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CORESTA will hold a workshop on sustainable tobacco production (STP) during the Agro-Phyto Joint Study 
Groups meeting in Santa Cruz do Sul, Brazil.  This workshop will include a presentation on the fundamentals 
of an STP programme used by several key tobacco industry stakeholders to assess sustainability in their supply 
chain.  STP has broad industry participation and offers an assessment of several sustainability topics including 
corporate governance, agricultural labour practices, tobacco production, workplace safety, and many more.

Today the expectation across agriculture is to know more about the people and the practices supporting the 
supply chain.  This requires monitoring, data collection and analysis throughout the supply chain.  A presentation 
on farm-level STP data collection, management and analysis is scheduled, which will outline one approach being 
implemented to address the massive data requirements of STP.

Agricultural labour practices and the fair treatment of workers is an important part of STP.  Few things stir emotions 
and debate more than youth participation in agriculture.  We are pleased to have a presentation outlining some 
of the actions underway to prevent child labour and find alternatives for the rural youth in the tobacco producing 
areas of Southern Brazil.

Crop protection agents (CPAs) are an important tool for farmers to manage pests and diseases, but the appropriate 
product must be used correctly and only when required.  The adoption of IPM approaches is increasing in agriculture, 
and the same is true for tobacco production.  The workshop will include a research presentation from Zimbabwe on 
reshaping pest management in the tobacco agro-system through biological control and the judicious use of CPAs.

The workshop presentations will conclude with the Agro-Chemical Advisory Committee (ACAC) report.  Chemical 
residues are sometimes the consequence of CPA application, but it is important to have context when interpreting 
identified residue levels.  ACAC plays an important role in STP by providing context through the guidance residue 
levels (GRLs), which are established utilising multiple data and informational sources.

Upon the conclusion of the presentations, we will hold an open panel discussion section where all attendees are 
encouraged to ask questions of the presenters and participate in group discussion.




