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Reading Committee

The CORESTA Scientific Commission (SC) innovated 
this year by enlarging participation in the Reading 
Committee deliberations to all the SC members 
(previously only Study Group Presidents and Secretaries
formed the Reading Committee).  This allowed for wider 
consultation when reviewing the abstracts and lessened 
the revision workload.

The full Scientific Commission Reading Committee therefore met 
on 7 June 2017 in Yokohama, Japan, in order to select the abstracts 
submitted for presentation at the annual CORESTA meetings and draft 
the programme of working sessions.

This year's abstract submissions totalled 240, equalling the submissions 
for the 2016 Congress, thus breaking another CORESTA record.  Of 
these, 201 were selected for presentation.  Three Workshops have been 
planned and Sub-Group and Task Force Coordinators will present their 
usual annual reports on the activities and achievements of their groups.

The Opening Session of the SSPT2017 will focus on CORESTA's work towards standardising working 
procedures/practices, the establishment of the Project Management Office Task Force and CORESTA's 
role in international standardisation.  The session will also include the Intergroup presentations.  The 
AP2017 Opening Session will feature talks on tobacco production in Brazil by the head of SindiTabaco 
and a representative from the Brazilian Ministry of Agriculture.

Abstract acceptance and paper or poster instructions were emailed to authors on 23 June, and the 
latest versions of the programmes and lists of papers are available from the CORESTA website at 
www.coresta.org and the official meeting websites at www.sspt2017.org and www.corestabrazil.com.

Smoke Science and Product Technology

Agronomy & Leaf Integrity and Phytopathology & Genetics

WORKSHOPS

SSPT2017 – In Vitro Toxicity Testing – Sunday, 8 October
In vitro toxicity assays have been utilized for many years to assess tobacco products, particularly as a part of 
product stewardship testing programs.  Additionally, this data has been requested and subsequently submitted 
to regulatory agencies as part of increasing reporting obligations.

This workshop will provide three general overviews of in vitro testing for tobacco products, in terms of historical 
use and development among tobacco industries, current technical considerations, and regulatory challenges.

During the workshop invited speakers from within and outside CORESTA will discuss:
• In vitro testing for conventional tobacco products - the history;
• International regulations and guidance related to the use of in vitro toxicology data;
• Technical challenges related to the use of in vitro toxicology assays for tobacco product evaluation.

SSPT2017 – Cigars – Tuesday, 10 October
The regulation of tobacco products continues to be a growing focus around the world.  For example, in 2016, the 
FDA finalised a rule in the USA that extended its regulatory authority to all tobacco products, including e-cigarettes, 
cigars, and hookah and pipe tobacco, as part of its goal to improve public health.  As different types of tobacco 
products are included in the scopes of regulatory frameworks, it becomes increasingly important to understand the 
similarities and differences of these products compared with other regulated products as they relate to agricultural 
practices, regulatory environment, and testing.  

The Cigar Workshop will consist of three presentations.  The presenters come from diverse backgrounds and 
will focus on three topics:
•  Agricultural practices - Growing and harvesting of cigar tobaccos all over the world, including challenges, 

opportunities, and comparisons with conventional cigarette tobaccos;
• Regulatory landscape - Cigars compared with other product categories with a focus from seed to finished product;
• Testing - Challenges and opportunities for collaboration.

Following the presentations, there will be a panel discussion, with audience participation, designed to explore 
and learn more about cigars and the opportunities to advance the science and understanding of these unique 
tobacco products and the impact on the current, and future, tobacco regulations.




